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EMPLOYER STATUS DETERMINATION 
Northern Rail Car Leasing, Inc.  (NRCL) 
 
This is a determination of the Railroad Retirement Board concerning the 
continuing status of  Northern Rail Car Leasing, Inc.  (NRCL) (BA No. 9008) as 
an employer under the Railroad Retirement Act (45 U.S.C. §231 et seq.) and the 
Railroad Unemployment Insurance Act (45 U.S.C. §351 et seq
 

.).   

In B.C.D. 94-50, NRCL was determined to be an employer under the Railroad 
Retirement Act and Railroad Unemployment Insurance Act effective August 12, 
1988, the date on which NRCL came under common control with Wisconsin & 
Southern Railroad Company (WSR) (B.A. No. 3635). 
  
In a letter dated September 2, 2013, Mr. Timothy Karp, former Vice President, 
Secretary and Treasurer for NRCL, stated that NRCL does not currently provide 
any rail switching or terminal services and that NRCL ceased operations on 
December 12, 2011.  According to Mr. Karp, the owner of NRCL was Mr. William 
E. Gardner, who also owns WSR.  Mr. Karp stated that prior to December 12, 
2011, NRCL leased locomotive and railcar equipment to WSR and that NRCL and 
WSR were controlled by a common shareholder, Mr. Gardner, and that NRCL 
would lease equipment to rail shippers.  According to Mr. Karp, on December 12, 
2011, under an Agreement and Plan of Merger, NRCL merged into WSR.    
According to Mr. Karp, NRCL does not currently have any employees, no longer 
renders any service, and does not interchange with any rail carriers.  No company 
purchased NRCL’s assets.  
 
Section 202.11 (20 CFR 202.11) of the Board’s regulations states that: 
 

The employer status of any company or person shall terminate whenever 
such company or person loses any of the characteristics essential to the 
existence of an employer status.  

 
The evidence of record establishes that NRCL no longer performs a service in 
connection with rail transportation.  The Board therefore finds that effective 
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December 12, 2011, the effective date of the merger into WSR, Northern Rail Car 
Leasing, Inc. ceased being a covered employer under the Railroad Retirement and 
Railroad Unemployment Insurance Acts. 
 
      Original signed by: 
       
 
      FOR THE BOARD 
      Martha P. Rico 
      Secretary to the Board  
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