
Electronic File Format For Form BA-6a 
 

 Form BA-6a Record Format  

Field 
Length 

Record 
Position Data and Instructions 

9 1-9 The employee's 9-digit social security number. 

15 10-24 First fifteen (15) characters of the employee's first 
name. 

1 25 Employee’s middle initial. 

20 26-45 
First twenty (20) characters of the employee's 
surname.  Spaces in such names as Mc Carthy, St 
Clair, De La Cross are acceptable. 

30 46-75 Mailing Address Line 1 (Street Number, Post Office 
Box, etc.). 

30 76-105 Mailing Address Line 2. 
20 106-125 City 
2 126-127 State 
5 128-132 Zip Code 
8 133-140 Blank Filler. 

4 141-144 Four-digit BA number assigned by the Railroad 
Retirement Board. 

8 145-152 Effective date of information (MMDDCCYY). 
28 153-180 Blank Filler. 

 
NOTE: The file should be saved as a text (*.txt) file with the record format listed above. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


